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New Orsaniser: 3l C-,l,f }Iaes

E C M 1faes has recently been appointeiL national organiser for the'l '

Ortboptera napping eehener' with the.tagk of organising the coupJ.etion óf
tbe 10 km square record.ing scheme for Oz'bhoptera in the British Igleg.

Cr¡nent Sit r:..tion.

lhe record.ed. ttistributions of native Orthoptera up to L9'17 arc shor¡n in the
BRC provisional, naps to be publishect in autu.mr L977,

Althoqh the overaLl coverage looks quite reaeonable far too nany squares
have probabJ.y been und.er-record.ed.. lbis is especially tbe case in Corrnwall
and the MidLancts where, it vould eeen fuon tlata received, that nost l0 kn
squãre records in these a¡'eas are basecl on one or two casr:ally record.ed.
species rather than on ctetaÍled. surÍeys for Orthoptere ancl Dictyoptera.

I'airly detailetl surveys have however been ca¡ried. o.ut rec.ently in.parte of
Kent, the whoLe of Sussex and. nost of Srrrey; rmrch of Dorset antl Eants.
-gäg-gltt in the south-east of Hants. which ig stiLl seríousLy r¡nôer-record.ecl¡
south' but 4ot north Devon¡ the Severn VaJ.J.ey antl adjacent Cots'wolcls¡ tbe
Thames Valley; cerbain parts of ÏlaLes¡ parts of East Anglia, especially the
Fens ¡ the llorth Ïorkshire Moors anit parts of sor¡th-west Scotland.

SerioúsJ-y wrd.er-recortlect regions in r.rrgent need. of investigation by Ortbop-
terísts are: Corr¡rva.ll (south and north), north Devon and west Sonerset;
Hanrpshire east of the route of the MJ, nost of tÌ¡e Mictlands within a line
dral¡n through Oxford-I{orcester-BinningbarNottingþa,rc-Nor.bha.npton-1,ondon.
Practically the vhole of the Perunines fnor¿ Derbyshire to the Scobtish Borôer
and, aLmost all Crr¡ùria and Lancaghire. Most of IreLar¡d. anô Scotlancl remaíns
unrecord,ed.. It ¡.¡ot¡ld seem especial.ly worth checking for Orthoptera in the
entonologicalLy rich areas of the Buren in lreLand. and the Spey Valley irc
Scotlend.

It is quite possibJ-e that new species of Ozttroptera nay yet" be Locatetl. in less
visited parts of Britain. This is clear fbom the discovery of the leseer-
¡¡ottled. grasshopper (Stenobothrus stisnÞ,ticus Ranbur) on the Langness PeninsuLa
in the rsLe of l,fan in s coìrld welL be ttetectect far
avay fron their known locaLities as was the wart-biter bugh-cricket (Decticw
-v.erruqgus. (t.)) in ÏIiltshire in L9?L anct Roesel-ts bush-cricket (ueffiffia
roeselii..(Ha4enbach)) in the Dovey Estuary, llales in L9?O anû Cork Eañor¡rr-
Irelanct (tgT6),

0r.¡r no.tive Oithoptera are not d.ifficr¡It to ictentify in the fi'e]Jl with practice,
ancl raigi:t velJ- prove to be an ideal antl relatively easy second string for, eay,
Lcpi.d.c;:'l;erists, vho are likeJ-y to visit nore renote or urba¡rised €ùreas eaeily
pcsse<l by mcre 6eneral- natr:ralists. It cerbainJ-y seens r¡'orth stu{ying our
f'orty-tuo native or ve.Ll-estabLishett aLien Ortboptera anô Dictyoptera as they
see¡n to exist here near the ed.ge of their naturaL ranges. Most occr¡r in
ùistinct colcaies and a study of such c<¡lonies cor¡J-d rell reveal nuch abor¡t
other aspects of natrrraL hístory and. loeaL ecology. A ¡nuch fr¡Iler accounb of
the present status of native Orthoptera and DictS'optera l¡"iII shortty be
pu.blished by the An¿teur Entomologietst Society.
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