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1 I'¡E\?S FROIT TII¡: BIOLOGICA]J RECORDS CENTNE

llatlo¡al Recording Scheos üo contlnue unttl 199O

the rHarley Bookr has already gonerated many addlüional records from readers,
and r,¡e hope that this year a¡rd next will see many now recrults to the Scheme.
1989 seemg to have broken the run of poor summors, ãrd this should also boost
the final drive before a definitive Atlae.

Before then, it is very desÍrab1e to fill the remaining major gaps in
coveragg, and also to clarify the apparent range extenslone of such species as
Chorthippus albomarsinatue (see l{ewgletter l{o 15) and Conocephalus dlscolor.
Tho warm gtart to thls Summer bodes well for success.

Equally important for the Atlas, several counties have not been gurveyed since
the 1960s. The most pro¡nlslng areas for resurvey aro probably Suffolk (vcs 25
e, 26), llorfolk (vce ?? e, 28), Kirkcudbright (vc 7õ), tVigtown (vc ?4), Ayr (vc
?5) and Kintyre (vc 101). It would also be desirable to have up-to-date
records for the relatively Orthoptera-rich Hebridean lslands of Rhum and
Eigg, a¡¡d for Arran.

Although the summsr of 19BB waa cool and wet for much of the country,
ospeclally in Scotland, the survey of Orthopteroide has contínued to progress
weII. Y/e are very grateful to everyone who has continued to send in records
despite the discouraging weather.

Scheme Oreanlserfs new addregs

Chris l{aes ís now settled Ín his new home fn Cornwall, â¡¡d enjoying tho
marvellous habitats of the l¡izard. IIis new addrees is:

6 Hatchfs Hil1
Angarrack
iIAYIJE
CornwalI
TR27 sHT

The Environmental Information Centre

As some of you wlll have noticed from a change in note-paper and compliment
slips, the Biological Recordg Centre is now a part of ITErs Environmental
Information Centre. This brings together other environmental data-bases and
re¡note sensing technology (saüeIIite imagery, aeriaL photography etc.). this
should onable far more by way of analysis a¡rd interpretation of species
dietributions, a¡¡d broader-based monitoring of 3.and-uee and cllmatic change.
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Schøe Organf.zerrs ner aôdress:

6 Hatchrs IIilL
Angamack
HAYIJE

Cornwall
TR27 5I{ï

(not Hatchrs Erd as given in the newsletter).

Vlce county additLons

}letri optera brachrmtora

Omocestus viridulus

vc 1 Yl Cornwall post-1960

Peebles poat-1960
Roxburgh post-1960

vc 78
vc 80

ChorthÍpous brunneus vc 9? W Invernese : this record ie
pre-1 960

Forficula auricularla : vc 78 Peeblee

Cor¡nty æd dlgtrict aurveYe

John paulfs new publication is a book, entitled nGrasshoppers and Crickets of
Berkshire, Buckinghanshlre & 0xfordehlrer. It has Juet been published' at t5
+ p & p, by Pleces Rrblication8, Brasenose Farm, Eastern Bylass, oxford.

British Lluseum (llatural History) : postcode should read Sl7 5BD.

I¡'ina1 text page shouLd begin:

Ìlvrneleotettix naculatus (Mottled Grasshopper). Particularly needed: records
for any colonleg on lndustrial gltes.

(Ëbo¡ÊerlstEr lleettng 1989

Thls annual gathering, which brings together profeeslonal biologiste ag well
as keen amateur Orthopteriete, takes place thte year on Vlednesdry 22 llovember'
in north Irondon. Details are encloeed, : if you wish to attend' please return
the bookÍng form and your cheque to David Robingon at the Open Unlversity.



Bria¡r Eversham - Co-ordinator of Invertrebrate Recordingt BRC

ITE líonks \food E:rperimental Station
Abbots Ripton
I{untingdon
Cambs

'IeI¡ 048?5 ItBl 229

2. I}IARUET BOOK' DISTRIBUTIO¡¡ UPDATES

!.or those who possess rr0rasshoppers and Altied Insocts of Oreat Britaln and

Irela¡rdn, the following additions may be added ôo the charts and vice-county
maps

.âddltionaL Off-shore Islands

CaIf of l,ta¡¡ (vc?1) : Chorthippus brunneus. ìfvrmeleotettix rnaculatus

Irish ilurray (vc HZU) : Forficula auricularia

Vlce-countY additlons

Tho following are all post 1960 records except where stated

Tachvcines asvnamorug
l{econema thalassinun
lfetrioptera brachvPtora
l,f. se].iL
Acheta domesticus

llemobius gvlvestrls :

Grvllotalpa ervllotalPa :

letrix subulata :

@:
Stenobothrus lineatus :

Omocestus viridulus :

Chorthiooug brunneug :

OomohoceripPus rufus
Blatta orlentalis
Supella loneioalPa
Ectobiue panzeri
Euborellia annuliPes
Irabia minor
ForflcuLa auricularia

vc 56 llottingham
vc 57 DerbY
vc 1 W Cornwall; vc 4 Devon; vc 52 Anglesey
vc 24 Bucks; vc 47 l'lontgonerY
vc 55 l¡eicester; vc 66 Dr¡rham; vc67
S llorthumberland
vc 9 Dorset
vc 15 E Kent, Pre-1960
vc 28 I't llorfolk; vc 52 ì{orthampton
vc H1B 0ffa11Y
vc 29 Canbridge
vc ?8 Peeblee; vc 80 Roxburgh
vc 89 E Perth; vc 96 E Inverness;
vc 9?, pre-1960' Vf Inverneeg (referred to in
text, but omitted from vc map and chart);
vc 108 lV Sutherland;
vc I{40 londonderrY
vc 5 S Somerset; vc 7 ll Wiltshire
vc 44 Carmarthen
vc õ9 Stafford
vc 25 E Suffolk
vc 15 \'l Sugsex ' Pre-1960
vc 14 D Sussex, vc 66 S W Yorks
vc ?8 Peebles; vc H1 S Kerry (omitted from map)

Vlce-county De1etlon

Ectobius lapponicug : vcSSSomerset

I arn very grateful to Robert cropper for questioning thie record. 0n

checking, it was found that a post-1960 Surrey record had (probably) through



misreading of long-ha¡rd data), been entered into the recordg from Somersot.

I would also like to tako this opportunity to say thank you on behalf of
myself, my co-author Judith l,larshall, and the publisher, Ilarley Books for the
many complimentary and helpful comments received.

I5. DRA¡IT I'ÍAPS

Attached are updated maPs
clearly ghow tho gaps in
records are available.

for Chorthippus brunneus a¡¡d Ë.-Pg&tgg.
coverage, a¡rd the areas where only old (pre

These
1960)

It was originally intonded to bring forv¡ard the date class for the open

circles ( O ) to pre-1965 (publication of rRagger). 0n reflection' it soemed

better to retain tho pre/post-1960 separation, for eass of comparison wlth
earlier provislonal mape. A new synbol (a small on the draft maps) could
be used for an intermediate date clags (1961-19?4 on drafts) and a solid
circle ( O ) for ühe most recent class (1975 onwards on the drafts, perhaps
post-1980 in the Atlas). Comments from recorders would be welcome.

4. COUI¡ÎT AI¡D DISTRIC'T SIJRVEÏS

It is expected that complote surveys will bo publishod for Essex (A J ïlake)
and Surrey (David Baldock and Roger llawkins) before the appearance of the
national At1as. the former is on a llsn square and the latter a tetrad (2 x 2

km) basis. Irater this Summer, an event on Orthoptera is being organised in
Dorset by Richard Surry. And a ne\z book, ilGrasshoppors and Crickets of
Berkshire, Buckingha¡nehire and OxfordshireÍ has just been published (at 85.00
+ p.p.) by Pisces Publications, Brasenose Farm, Eastern By-pass, Oxford.

Detailed surveys of Qrthopteroidg are also boing undertaken in:
Cornwall (vcs 1 & Z); Doreet (vc 9); llow l¡'orest (vc 11' part); Kent (vcs 15 &

16); Surrey (vc 1?: see above); $ssox (vcs 18 & 19 : see above); Oxon & Bucks
(vcs 22,23 &, 2Ði Becle (vc 30); GIos (vcs 35 &, 3a); Glamorgan (vc 4',1)i

Dyfed (Carmarthon, Pembroke ¿t Cardigan, vcs 44, 45 &, S); Varwick (vc 58);
Gwynedd (l.,ferioneth, Caernarvon & Anglesoy, vcs 4B' 49 e' 52); L,ancashire (vcs
59 & 69); Sheffield, Rotherham & Doncaster dlstricts (vc 63, parte); Durham

(vc 66); Cumbria (vcs 69 [ß'-lo); Ise of tlan (vc ?1); Perth (vcs 87, BB & B9);
islay & Jura (vc 102, part); Highland Region (Ross, Sutherland and Caithness,
vcs 105-1Og). I w111 be very pleased to put anyone in touch with recorders
for these survoys, ag well as with Othopteroid recorders in lreland a¡¡d the
Cha¡rne] Isleg.

5. l{}:\ÍS 0F INDMDUAIJ SPIICIUS Il¡ 19BB-89.

l,leconema thalassinum (0ak Bush-cricket). In a review of the rl{arley Bookl
-he Derbyshire hlt. Soc. journal, Roy Frost mentioned that this species
known from five eites in Derbyshire, thus filling an important gap in
recorded rangeo

Decticus verrucivorus (Vlart-biter).
fascinating bush-crickot conüinues, and
sl¡ould be published in the coming yoar.

for
rvas
its

Cherrillrs survey of this
dealing with the l¡CC survey

Andy
papers



tfotrioptera brachwtera (Bog Bush-cricket). David Boyce (via Adrian Fow1es)
has provided the first record for Angleeoy, rvhere the speclos ie knorvn to a
number of entomologlsts working for l'lCC projects. Keith Alexander, of the
I'lational Trust Biological Survey, found the specios in l{orth Devon in 1988.

Grvllotalpa ervllotalpa (lfole-crlcket). The find of a¡r almost certainly wild
mole-cricket in Ðoreot in September 19BB was reported ('flith photographs) in
the local press. It soems llkely that this protocted and extremely rare
animal eti1} survives at a low density in thig specios-rich county.

Schistocerca sregaria (Desert Locuet). The othor (0rthoptera) highlight of
1988 was the very considerable invasion of desert locugts ln Cornwall and
Devon, wlth others fn Somorset a¡rd South llampshire, in late October and
through llovember 1988. Over a hundred wsre recordod. AII those found,
although fully winged, were pink in colour a¡rd therefore not ready for
breeding. I{owever, one school in Devon bred progeny from collected specimens
retained in culture. This would seem to be far the largesü lnvasion of desert
locusts to reach the Britlsh Islog, and like the swarm which reached the West
IndÍes some woeks earlier, probably originated ln I'lorocco. Any further
information any reader can give would be welcome. Ì,lrs J A I'larshall (British
l¿hrseum (l'laturat llistory), Cromwell Road, London S\T? sBD) is preparing a paper
on the invagion.

Stethophvma srossum (Irarge Harsh Grasshopper). Dr John Paul found n¡rmphs of
S. srossum in a bog in Co.Offally in June tlrÍs year. Dr Llartln Speight, of
the Irigh Forestry and Vlildltfe Service, has heard of a further three sites
east of the Sha¡¡non. this is a very important extengion of its lorown range.
lilore details in the next ìlewsletter.

I¡ocusta misratoria (ùligratory locust). 0n a house at Herne Bay in Kent, 10
l{ovember 1988. A epecimen of @ form -!glg!gl!g, believed to be the first
example for vc 15.

Stenobothrus lineatus (Stripe winged Grasehopper). A very wolcome now county
record was the discovery of a chalk-grassland colony near Cherry Hinton,
Carnbridgoshire by J Farthing. Hig dates, 19 and ?1 0ctober 19BB are amongst
the latest I have for this grasshopper.

Chorthippug brunnous ($ie1d Grasshopper). Three irnportant new vice-county
recordg have been made recently in l{ighland Scot1and. Btll ELy rscorded the
species at Nalrn in 1982, while last Summer it was first found in East
Perthshire by Steve l{ewitt. I¡r 1984 lÍeil Redgate located a sand-dune colony
on the north coast of Vlest Sutherland a¡rd found a second colony at a remote
sito in the far l{orth Ylest of the vice-county in 1985. See also undor
C.albomarqinatue. @ (lleadow Grasshopper). It ie hard to
accept that the meadow grasshoppor is abgent from the llorfolk Broads and
adjacent coast of East Ìlorfolk. Pleage will anyono reading this, who proposss
to take a holiday in the area, keep a look out for this unnistakeable
grasshopper. l{esative as vrell as positive recordg \pelcome.

Chorthippus albomareinatus (L,esser llarsh Grasshopper). Bria¡r Eversham has
boen awarded a grant by the Roya1 lrish Academy to evaluate the dietribution
of this grasehopper in Ireland later this Sumner, in the proc€ss of whlch he
v/ill be covering the Shannon trlstuary a¡rd the South-Vlest. Dr Stuart Green,
whoso work on Chorthippus brunneus song has been presented at past
Orthopteristst iúeetings, will join hlm, a¡rd will study colour-morph
froquencies in graeshoppere. Hopefully, they will be able to covor the most
critical of all the gaps in our lmorvledge of Orthoptera distribution in these
islands in the courÉre of thelr survey.



llvrmelegtettir naculatue (llottled Grasebopper). Partlaularly needed: reoorde
for any aolonLes on industrlal slües. Tl¡e lnsect seenE to be well establlshed
on guch eltes as derelloü colllerfeE I'n Soutb ÏorIsblre.

Supella lonsl,oalpa (Brown-banded Cockroach). Dr Jobn PauI has fotu¡d thle
specles ln a bosgttaL tn Va1eaLl, Staffe. Full detalls wlll be pubLlshed ln
I!nt. mon. MaE.

@ (Ioaser Coakroacb). .ån lnportant vlce-county uBdate of a
pre-1960 record was the dlecovery by Adrla¡¡ Sowles of tbls unobtruglve
cocl¡roaab on the Suffolb ooast aù Îborpnegg last September.

Schene organl,ser .and NewsLetter edLtor: S0MHaee
6 HatchtE HlLl
Angarrack
HATI¡T
Cornwall
TRz? 5HT

Requeats f,or bLank cards to: Blologlcal Records Oentre
Monks t{ood ExBerlnentaL Statlon
Abbote Rlpton
Ituntlngdon
Canbg FE17 2IJS



Meadow Grasshopper

Chorthippus
parallelus

I
O: poet-1975
. : 1907-1974
o: pre-1961
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Field Grasshopper

Chorthippus
brunneus

o: poot-1975
.:1961-1974
o : pre- 196 I
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