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Annual day of talks in the NHM London 

Everyone is very welcome to attend the annual 
ϦhǊǘƘƻǇǘŜǊƛǎǘǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎϦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ 9ƴǘƻƳƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
Society, whether to present research or just to listen 
and meet others. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 
the Earth Sciences Seminar Room, in the London 
Natural History Museum on Wednesday 2nd 
November 2016, 1:00-5:10pm, followed by drinks and 
a cold buffet (directions below). We are looking 
forward to a great line-up of talks and displays. We 
now have sufficient talks, but please email the 
convenor Björn Beckmann at orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk if 
you would like to bring a poster or display. 
 

Programme 

1:00 Arrival & tea;  posters & displays 

1:30 Welcome 

1:40 Louise Dyson (University of Warwick)  ς  How many locusts does it take to make a swarm? 

2:00 Hannah ter Hofstede (Dartmouth College, USA)  ς  Imitating bats to startle females: evolution of lebinthine 
cricket calls 

2:30 Julie Sarmiento-Ponce (University of Cambridge)  ς  Phonotaxis experiments in crickets: Walking response 
depends on surface structure of substrate 

2:50 Megan Shersby (naturalist and blogger)  ς  Encouraging love for Orthoptera amongst young birders 

3:00 Break 

3:30 Marion Hall & David Robinson (Open University)  ς  Diet and reproductive success in Speckled Bush-crickets 
Leptophyes punctatissima 

Rufous Grasshoppers Gomphocerippus rufus by John Walters 

http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
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3:50 Rose Poston-Saynor & Karim Vahed (University of Derby)  ς  Surveying one of Britain's rarest crickets, the Scaly 
Cricket Pseudomogoplistes vicentae 

4:10 Ed Baker, Hannah O'Sullivan and Quentin Geissmann (Natural History Museum London)  ς  Towards automated 
monitoring of Orthoptera 

4:30 Roger Hawkins  ς  Hear the Birds Again - a hearing aid also for Orthopterists 

4:40 John Walters (wildlife artist)  ς  Observing the Rufous Grasshopper Gomphocerippus rufus and recording 
behaviour through field sketching and video 

5:10 Drinks, followed by supper 

8:00 Finish 

 

Posters / displays 

¶ iRecord Grasshoppers app with sound recording and bat detector function  

¶ Hear the Birds Again ς a hearing aid also for Orthopterists 

¶ Captive-reared native bush-crickets 

¶ Display of phasmids 

¶ new book of French, Belgian and Swiss Orthoptera 

¶ new book of German and north-Tyrolian Orthoptera 

 

Registration 

Please register by sending an email to orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk, or by post to Björn Beckmann, 
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Wallingford OX10 8BB, providing the following details: 

¶ your first name, surname and institution if applicable (for name badge) 

¶ title of talk or poster or display, if you would like to present something 

¶ indicate whether you will be staying for the buffet or not, and any special dietary requirements 
 

Cost 

¶ Either a full price of £14 to include a cold buffet with wine, and tea and biscuits during the afternoon  

¶ Or a reduced price of £4 to include tea and biscuits only, if you are not staying for the buffet 

¶ For students and members of the Royal Entomological Society the respective prices are £10 (with buffet) and £0 
(without) 
 

Payment 

¶ either send a cheque made payable to the Royal Entomological Society to: Kirsty Whiteford,  
Royal Entomological Society, The Mansion House, Chiswell Green Lane, St Albans, Herts, AL2 3NS 

¶ or pay by bank transfer:  Royal Entomological Society, sort code 30-97-25, account number 01921533. Please ensure 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ άhǊǘƘƻǇǘŜǊŀ {LDέ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

¶ or pay by card over the phone. Please phone Kirsty on +44 (0)1727 899387. 
There is a 2% admin charge for credit cards, no charge for debit cards. 
 

Directions 

The meeting will be held in the Earth Sciences Seminar Room in the Natural History Museum London. Come in by the 
main entrance on Cromwell Road and go to the Admissions Desk immediately on the left, from where you will be 
collected. (If you enter from Exhibition Road walk through the galleries to the Cromwell Road entrance). If you are late, 
ask the Admissions Desk to phone the Earth Sciences Seminar Room, or call Judith on 07802 154 711 or Björn on 07506 
013 203. Bags are searched when entering the museum so do not carry knives, scissors or similar sharp items as they will 
be (temporarily) confiscated. When leaving ask Judith or Ed to escort you back into the public galleries. The Museum 
closes at 6pm. After that we will leave via the basement and the Bronze Gate to Exhibition Road. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
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iRecord Grasshoppers update:  sound recording + bat detector  

We are very excited that the iRecord Grasshoppers app has just received an update, giving it two new functions: 

¶ recording sounds ς you can now record grasshopper and cricket calls in the field and attach them directly to 
records as evidence for species identification 

¶ turning your phone into a bat detector ς the app now has a function that works like a heterodyne bat detector, 
making quiet and high-pitched grasshopper and cricket calls much easier to hear 

You can access both new functions from the άwŜŎƻǊŘ !ǳŘƛƻέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά!ǳŘƛƻ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ 
field on the single species record page. 

The detector is intended to be used with headphones (otherwise it is likely to cause feedback). Move the frequency 
slider to a setting that lets you hear the calls clearly (bush-crickets generally have higher calls and grasshoppers lower 
ones, but this may vary with temperature). The detector does not go above 20kHz for technical reasons (so is unlikely to 
work for most bats). The microphone tends to be at the bottom of mobile devices so point this forward when scanning 
for chirps. When you hear a call, start recording ς you should see the chirps appearing in the sonogram. You can record 
with the detector turned on or off. The sound recorded is always the natural sound, not the detector sound. Recordings 
can be up to 30 seconds long ς you can record for longer, but the earlier parts will then be gradually discarded.  

   
 
Recorded sounds are uploaded to the iRecord database alongside any attached photos and stored with the record. 
Verifiers can use them to help with species identification. 

The updated app version is currently available for Apple devices only https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-
grasshoppers/id946228299?mt=8 , an update to the Android version 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.grasshopper will follow in the next weeks. 

A huge thank you to Alex Rogers and Davide Zilli of Oxford (and formerly Southampton) University, who developed the 
sound recording and bat detector plugin, originally in the context of the New Forest Cicada Project 
http://newforestcicada.info, and Jasper Tredgold and Dave Kilbey of Natural Apptitude Ltd. http://naturelocator.org 
who built the plugin into the iRecord Grasshoppers app and made it all work in that context! Likewise a very big thank 
you to the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (Paul Fisher and Nicholas Corker) and the Biological Records Centre for 
providing funding.  

For those interested in connecting an external microphone or their own bat detector to their mobile device there are 
some useful tips in this video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0gMvyMU0PY. 

We are interested to hear your views - please send any comments and suggestions about the app to 
orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk.  

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-grasshoppers/id946228299?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-grasshoppers/id946228299?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.grasshopper
http://newforestcicada.info/
http://naturelocator.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0gMvyMU0PY
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
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Prior to the addition of the new sound recording functionality, the app received a thorough review in the British Trust for 
hǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ News, reproduced with permission below. 
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Records received in 2016 

A big thank you to all who have sent in their observations 
this year, along with many excellent photos ς a record total 
of >4,300 records received online alone so far. Please 
continue to do so! Some highlights are described in detail 
under Species News below. 

Apologies that we did not manage to send out updated 
draft atlas maps in the spring as hoped. We have, however, 
updated both scheme datasets on the NBN Gateway, and 
updated the online maps in the species accounts on the 
scheme website to reflect this, and the maps are now 
coloured by the year of the latest record. So the best way to 
check current data holdings is to go to the species accounts 
www.orthoptera.org.uk/species, find the species of interest 
and scroll to the bottom of the account for the current 
distribution map (example of Dark bush-cricket Pholidoptera 
griseoaptera on the right). Many thanks to Biren Rathod, 
Steph Rorke and Martin Harvey at the Biological Records 
Centre for their help with this! 

We are aiming to publish the New Atlas in 2018, and all 
records up to the end of 2017 will be accepted.A set of 
draft atlas maps were appended to the Spring 2013 
newsletter, which you can download at www.orthoptera.org.uk/recording/sites/default/files/Grasshoppers_and_ 
related_insects_Newsletter_Spring_2013.pdf. We hope the maps illustrate some of the dramatic changes affecting 
Orthoptera and will inspire you to fill gaps in recording. 
 

Recording your sightings 

There are many ways to submit records: 

¶ Log observations online at www.orthoptera.org.uk/survey  or  www.brc.ac.uk/irecord 

¶ Use the iRecord Grasshoppers app to record observations:  
Apple https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-grasshoppers/id946228299?mt=8 
Android https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.grasshopper 

¶ If you have records in a digital format like Excel, Recorder, or MapMate, please email them to 
orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk  or  info@biodiversityireland.ie. 

¶ If you have records on paper recording cards, please send them to one of the following addresses: 

Biological Records Centre 
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology 
Wallingford 
OX10 8BB 
UK 

National Biodiversity Data Centre 
Beechfield House 
Carriganore WIT West Campus 
County Waterford 
Ireland 

¶ If you send your records centrally to the scheme in any of the above ways, they will be shared with county 
recorders and Local Record Centres. Similarly, if you send your records to your county recorder, there is no need 
to send them in any other way.  

¶ Observations of stick insects can also be submitted to the excellent Phasmid Study Group - http://phasmid-
study-group.org/content/Report-UK-Phasmid-Sightings, we exchange data. 

¶ The National Biodiversity Data Centre of Ireland has recently updated the Orthoptera data on their excellent 
online system, and is actively encouraging recording of this group. The dataset can be viewed at 
http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/#/DataSet/204/SpeciesGroup. To submit additional sightings use the online 
form: http://records.biodiversityireland.ie/submit_records.php?fk=GrasshoppersCricketsEarwigsStandard  

¶ In Northern Ireland the Centre for Environmental Data and Recording (CEDaR) has set up a άDǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ 
{ǳǊǾŜȅέΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ all known species: www2.habitas.org.uk/records/grasshoppers.  

http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/species
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/recording/sites/default/files/Grasshoppers_and_%0brelated_insects_Newsletter_Spring_2013.pdf
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/recording/sites/default/files/Grasshoppers_and_%0brelated_insects_Newsletter_Spring_2013.pdf
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/survey
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-grasshoppers/id946228299?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.grasshopper
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
mailto:info@biodiversityireland.ie
http://phasmid-study-group.org/content/Report-UK-Phasmid-Sightings
http://phasmid-study-group.org/content/Report-UK-Phasmid-Sightings
http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/#/DataSet/204/SpeciesGroup
http://records.biodiversityireland.ie/submit_records.php?fk=GrasshoppersCricketsEarwigsStandard
http://www2.habitas.org.uk/records/grasshoppers
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Recording Scheme updates 
 

 

 

Identification Courses 

A number of grasshopper and cricket 
identification courses were held this summer in 
Kent, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, and 
Greater London, as advertised on the website 
forum here: www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/ 
grasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-
2016 .  

Look out for these excellent opportunities to 
learn about species next year, several are likely to 
be repeated. 

Please send any information about courses in 
2017 to orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk ς we are 
endeavouring to list all courses on the scheme 
website at www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/ 
grasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-
2017. 

 

  

 

British Wildlife 

 

Twitter 

 

Facebook 

See the summer and autumn 
issues of the bi-monthly 
British Wildlife magazine 
www.britishwildlife.com for 
highlights of Orthoptera 
observations and other 
current Recording Scheme 
news. 

The recording scheme is on 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/  
grasshopperspot. The feed is 
also included on the scheme 
home page 
www.orthoptera.org.uk. 

Please get in touch if you 
would like a snippet of news 
sent out! 

 

The Facebook group άUK Orthoptera ς 
DǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΣ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘǎ ϧ !ƭƭƛŜŘ LƴǎŜŎǘǎέ 
www.facebook.com/groups/ 
1638188166466726 is a great place to 
share photos, get help with 
identifications, and find out news. 

Experienced recorders are encouraged to 
have a look regularly and provide advice 
on identifications (and encourage 
submission of sightings to the scheme!). 

 
Field Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus (photo Katie Beckmann) 

http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2016
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2016
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2016
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2017
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2017
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/%0bgrasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2017
http://www.britishwildlife.com/
https://twitter.com/grasshopperspot
https://twitter.com/grasshopperspot
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
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County Recorders 

Below is the current list of county Orthoptera recorders ς please email orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk with any omissions, 
corrections, and offers of taking on vacant counties! Any county recorders interested in verifying online records for their 
county who are not doing so already, please register on www.brc.ac.uk/irecord and let Björn know. You will be given the 
required privileges and instructions ς the verification system on iRecord is now very straightforward and easy to use. 
 

Vice County County Recorder 
verifying records 

on iRecord 

VC 3+4 Devon Adrian Colston  

VC 5+6 Somerset Robert Cropper  

VC 7+8 Wiltshire Catherine Hosie  

VC 9 Dorset Ian Cross / Bryan Edwards?  

VC 11+12 Hampshire Lizzy Peat  

VC 13+14 Sussex Ralph Hobbs and John Paul yes 

VC 15+16 Kent Richard Moyse  

VC 17 Surrey David Baldock?  

VC 18+19 Essex Tim Gardiner  

VC 20 Hertfordshire Ian Carle yes 

VC 22-24 Berks, Oxon, Bucks Adrian Hickman yes 

VC 25+26 Suffolk Stuart Ling  

VC 27+28 Norfolk David Richmond  

VC 29 Cambridgeshire Robert Partridge yes 

VC 30 Bedfordshire Kevin Sharpe  

VC 33+34 Gloucestershire John Widgery  

VC 35 Monmouthshire (Gwent) Steve Williams  

VC 37 Worcestershire Gary Farmer  

VC 39 Staffordshire Andy Jukes  

VC 40 Shropshire David Williams yes 

VC 41 Glamorgan Greg Jones  

VC 44 Carmarthenshire Ian Morgan  

VC 45 Pembrokeshire John Steer yes 

VC 53+54 Lincolnshire Brian Redman  

VC 55 Rutland / Leicestershire Phil Rudkin  

VC 56+57 Nottinghamshire + Derbyshire Roy Frost  

VC 58 Cheshire Paul Hill?  

VC 60 West Lancashire Michael Foley  

VC 61-65 Yorkshire David Chesmore yes 

VC 69-70 Cumbria Stephen Hewitt  yes 

VC 71 Isle of Man Richard Selman  

VC 91-95 Aberdeenshire and surroundings Mick Marquiss  

 

  

mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
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County news 

Worcestershire Orthoptera Atlas 

Gary Farmer, county recorder 

I am in the process of putting together the information for the 
new Worcestershire Orthoptera Atlas, and maps are currently 
being produced for me.  Activities in 2016 included trying to re-
find the Stripe-winged Grasshopper Stenobothrus lineatus 
(without success), waiting hopefully for Southern Oak Bush-
cricket Meconema meridionale to reach the county (without 
success) and checking to see if Lesser Marsh Grasshopper 
Chorthippus albomarginatus has finally colonised the north-west of the county.  A couple of hopeful 1st instars bred 
through in captivity turned out to be Meadow Grasshoppers Chorthippus parallelus, so the spread of Lesser Marsh 
Grasshopper in Worcestershire seems to have stopped for a while.  I hope to have the atlas completed at the end of this 
year or early next year to try to stimulate a last push from our area for the national atlas.  I think we have good coverage 
for all species in the county now and have unravelled a couple of mysteries so this is a good time to produce it. 

 

Orthoptera & Allies Distribution Maps for Shropshire 

David Williams, county recorder  

Distribution maps for all Orthopteroid taxa recorded within VC40 can now be found at 
www.tombio.uk/?q=fullscreen/orthopteraatlas. ¢ƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ά¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ C{/ 
project funded by the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation for five years (2013-2017 inclusive). It is helping us to identify 
important gaps in identification and monitoring skills, as well as barriers to filling those gaps, and developing/trialling 
solutions with neǿ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ƴŜǿ !L5D!t ƪŜȅǎ ƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎύ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎέΦ L ŀƳ 
extremely grateful to Rich Burkmar of the Field Studies Council / Tom Bio for creating these maps & hosting them on the 
Tom Bio website. I intend to update these maps annually. 
 

 http://worcestershireorthoptera.weebly.com 

www.tombio.uk/?q=fullscreen/orthopteraatlas 

http://www.tombio.uk/?q=fullscreen/orthopteraatlas
http://worcestershireorthoptera.weebly.com/

